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Why support  
that place? 
The other day I was reading an old 
RA magazine from 1983 which I 
found in the online archive on our 
website. (Did you know that all of 
the RA’s from the last 100+ years are 
there?)
The eighth National Director at the 
time, Wakely Wade, was defending 
why BCA was supporting the 
ministry in what might be considered 
a rich mining town. He wrote:
“Some people say there is plenty 
of money in the North West, why 
cannot the Church support itself 
there? Why is B.C.A. so heavily 
involved? 
Well, one of the chronic difficulties 
faced by the Church in North 
West Australia is the constant and 
frequent turnover of population.
…Further, it ought to be said that 
materialism and hedonism seduce 
some erstwhile church people, …so 
the upbuilding of a vigorous,  
self-supporting parish is a most 
difficult task.”
Now besides the use of the word 
‘erstwhile’, which doesn’t get a 
guernsey very often these days, 
the article caught my attention for 
one simple fact. The situation that 
Wakley described 40 years ago is the 
same today and I am often asked the 
same or a similar question.
Interestingly, the answer is same 
today – there is a constant and 
frequent turnover of congregations 
in mining towns. It would appear 
that there is nothing new under  
the hot sun of the Kimberley,  
Pilbara, and the many other  
mining regions of Australia. 

I recently asked the Nicol family in 
Karratha how many people are still 
in the congregation from when they 
started four years ago, they could 
count them on one hand. Turnover 
impacts all aspects of church viability, 
including local giving, even if it is 
generally known that in most cases 
the wages are above average in such 
towns. I should also add, it is my 
experience that often the generosity 
of church members in mining towns 
is no different to the generosity of 
those in city churches. 
From BCA’s very humble beginnings 
in 1919, the hope has been that 
Gospel-focused ministry might be 
available to the people of rural and 
remote Australia as much as it is in 
the cities. With such a hope, I think 
it best to let Wakley have the last 
word as to why we go the distance 
to continue the good work: 
…in the meantime, we ought not to 
abandon our fellow Australians who 
desperately need the Gospel of our 
Lord Jesus Christ and the ministry of 
His Church.
Every blessing,

Greg Harris  
National Director
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Last month you would have received 
a letter from me asking for your 
support to help strengthen the 
communities of Emerald/Blackwater 
in Central Queensland and Dongara 
in North West Australia. 
The parish of Emerald/Blackwater 
has been without a minister-in-
charge for nearly two years, but 
this is set to change very soon. We 
recently announced that Daniel & 
Jenni Avenell will commence as BCA-
supported Field Staff.
“Statistically the population of the 
towns of Emerald and Blackwater 
are young, hardworking and well 
paid, but faith is not really on the 
agenda,” explains Jen Hercott, 
Registrar for the Diocese of Central 
Queensland. “Seniors in these 
towns often report feelings of 
loneliness, families report feelings of 
separation and isolation, and youth 
and young adults report high levels 
of anxiety and depression. Emerald 
and Blackwater desperately need 
a dynamic and creative minister 
to lead the parish to reach their 
communities with the good news  
of Jesus Christ.”
The first Anglican minister arrived 
in the Western Australian coastal 
town of Dongara in 1878, with a 
regular presence there until the last 

Emerald QLD

From East to West 
we’re going the distance

few years. While Dongara is just 
60 kms south of the regional town 
of Geraldton, Christians have been 
praying for a strong local church 
rather than having to make a 120 km 
round trip each Sunday. 
As part of a new partnership 
between BCA and the Diocese of 
North West Australia, David & Emma 
Thompson, together with their 
children Reuben and Paige, will 
move to WA in early 2024.
With your help we will be able to 
fully support these two ministries 
from the start of 2024. Our aim is 
to raise $200,000 to fund both the 
parishes of Emerald/Blackwater 
and Dongara for the next few 
years. I would be grateful if you 
could prayerfully consider making a 
donation to help us reach our goal.
Greg Harris

Dongara, WA
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We officially welcomed Lonny 
Bendessi to the BCA family 
in August this year when we 
commenced supporting him with 
a theological bursary. Lonny is 
currently doing an Associate Degree 
in Ministry at Ridley College. 
I didn’t grow up as a Christian. The 
only thing I knew about church 
tradition was not to eat red meat 
on Good Friday as the community I 
lived in as a young kid had a strong 
Lutheran influence. 
My aunty played a big part in my 
faith journey. I always tried to avoid 
her when I went to visit my cousins, 
but she would ask if I wanted to go 
to church. That sparked the question 
“I should go to church?”. It was 
always in the back of my mind. In my 
early twenties I was in a dark place 
surrounded by drugs, alcohol, and 
violence. I felt that if I didn’t make 
a change, I would end up dead or in 
prison. So, I called out to God, “God 
Spirit, whatever you are, if you are 
real – catch me, I have nothing left.” 

call to ministry 
Answering God’s 

My aunty picked me up and by the 
fourth week of going to church with 
her, I gave my life to Christ. 
I was the first male in my entire 
family to come to faith. People 
thought it was a phase, but they 
eventually realised that I was staying 
true to God even though I faced a 
lot of challenges in both my family 
and community. 
I served at the Aboriginal Berean 
Community Church in Adelaide for 
about four years. I thank the Lord 
for giving me that opportunity to 
grow in God’s Word under that 
ministry and in that community.
At the end of 2019 I felt a sense of 
calling to ministry. Ridley College 
provided the perfect fit, and three 
and a half years later I’m still here. 
I started with a Diploma in Ministry 
which helped me grow closer to  
God and shaped me to be the  
person I am today.
When I finish at Ridley at the end of 
next year, my hope is to serve in the 
country, mostly within Aboriginal 
communities. I want to help 
encourage and equip future leaders. 
I also want to educate people on 
the realities for First Nations people 
through the lens of the Gospel.
I would appreciate prayer for 
endurance in my studies – and for 
me to remain faithful to God and 
the work He has ahead for me. 
Please also pray for more young 
Indigenous people to rise up to the 
call of leadership – we need more 
young Christian Aboriginal leaders in 
this country.
Lonny BendessiLonny Bendessi
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New BCA Field Staff Daniel & Jenni 
Avenell will commence their ministry 
in the parish of Emerald/Blackwater 
in late November. They are excited 
to pastor and teach the saints of the 
district and be a shining light for 
Jesus in the community. 
Jenni and I are Queenslanders; 
we met at Gatton Agricultural 
College in the late seventies and 
were married in 1980. We have five 
children and ten grandchildren. For 
most of our married life we lived 
in Rockhampton, where we raised 
our family. For two decades I taught 
agricultural science at the local 
grammar school. 
Both of us grew up in church-going 
families and came to a saving 
knowledge of Jesus in our youth. 
When our youngest child left home 
in 2009, we changed tack and I went 
to study at Queensland Theological 
College for three years, and Jenni 
for one year. Our first pastoral 
appointment was in the Armidale 
Diocese in the Parish of Boggabilla/
North Star. We have also served in 
the parishes of Moree, Inverell and 
Barraba. In 2023 we returned home 
to Rockhampton.
Our first exposure to BCA was at St 
Andrew’s Anglican Church in South 

Brisbane, and after joining the 
Armidale Diocese we met numerous 
ministry families partnering 
with BCA. At the height of the 
drought and during our time in 
Barraba Parish, practical aid for the 
community was received from BCA 
along with visits from Nomads.
Having returned to Rockhampton, 
we were anxious to continue 
ministry work in some capacity. 
Emerald/Blackwater was presented 
to us as a ministry opportunity. With 
a heart for rural pastoral ministry 
and the support of BCA, we are 
confident that this is God’s will and a 
part of His purpose for growing the 
church in the Central Highlands.
My primary role in Emerald will be as 
pastor and teacher to God’s people 
at St Luke’s parish. Together we 
purpose to grow in grace and faith, 
using the gifts that God has given us 
to encourage one another and be 
salt and light in the local community.
Please pray that God will give us 
wisdom and energy, and that, with 
the saints in Emerald/Blackwater, we 
shall be invigorated in our faith and 
renewed in our love for the Gospel 
of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Daniel & Jenni Avenell

Meet the Avenells

Daniel & Jenni Avenell at the recent Bush & Bible Day in Rockhampton
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David & Emma Thompson have  
been serving in the Parish of Moree 
for nearly two years. They have a 
heart for ministry to the bush and 
2024 sees them return to their home 
state of Western Australia to serve 
with BCA.
I came to faith in my late teens at 
my cousin’s baptism where I heard 
the Gospel preached. I had heard 
it hundreds of times before, but it 
was that day that the Holy Spirit 
convicted me of my sin. Following 
this, I started studying at the 
University of Western Australia 
and got involved in the Christian 
Union. God used this, as well as 
my involvement in Uni church on 
campus, to grow my faith in, and 
dependence on Him.
For Emma, it was in late high school 
at a Scripture Union camp where God 
began to prod her heart. She read 
several helpful Christian books whilst 
overseas on a gap year and God used 
them to open her eyes to the truth; 
that she was a sinner who needed 
Jesus to wash her clean. Back in 
Australia, Emma learned how to put 
Jesus first through CU at UWA.
We came to the Armidale Diocese 
at the beginning of 2022, partly to 
see if we’d enjoy and be suited to 
rural ministry. Both of us had spent 

virtually all our lives in the city but 
saw the great need for people willing 
to go and serve in rural ministry. 
We’ve loved living in the bush, so 
going to Dongara means continuing 
to serve in rural ministry and also 
serving the Lord in our home state. 
We leave Moree at the very end 
of the year after Christmas, and 
officially start in Dongara at the 
end of January. As the apostle Peter 
outlines in 1 Peter 5, my role in 
Dongara will be that of an under-
shepherd. I look forward to loving 
the flock in the parish, faithfully 
proclaiming the Word of God, and 
seeking the lost in the region.
In the months ahead please pray that:
• we would continue to 

wholeheartedly love and serve the 
parish in Moree.

• the move to WA would be smooth 
and uneventful and that we would 
love each other well during this 
time of change.

• as we take a break in January, 
we would feel refreshed and 
energised for our new role.

• we settle into the town and 
ministry well, and that the kids 
settle in quickly at school.

David Thompson

A return home 

David & Emma Thompson with Reuben & Paige
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After nearly six years without Field 
Staff, Coober Pedy will welcome a 
new ministry couple in 2024. Dave & 
Margie Wood commence serving in 
the opal mining town next March.
Dave & Margie became Christians  
in their late teens through youth 
group and ISCF. They married, 
raised four children, and are now 
grandparents to six. 
“Our Christian walk has been a mix 
of ups and downs, but God was 
patient and waited on me, waited till 
his plan would unfold and I would 
take hold of it,” says Dave. “We have 
been blessed to have grown in good 
teaching churches during our years 
moving around rural Australia.”
The Woods will both soon graduate 
with a two-year associate degree in 
ministry from Sydney Missionary  
and Bible College.
Over the years there have been lots 
of signposts pointing the Woods 
towards ministry with BCA. They 
spent 30 years working in the  
mining industry and were part  
of the BCA-supported church in 
Paraburdoo/Tom Price in the early 
1990s. While attending church in 

Newcastle, Geoff & Tracey Piggott 
visited and spoke about their work 
at the Catacomb Church. Then in 
2021, Dave & Margie heard Greg 
Harris speak at SMBC about the need 
in Coober Pedy. 
“Coober Pedy remained on our 
radar since Greg’s visit, and this year 
I asked if we could do a locum stint 
there during our college holidays,” 
says Dave. “We spent three weeks 
there in April, absolutely loved it, 
and felt called to go and bring the 
Gospel to this town and area.”
As they start in Coober Pedy, the 
Woods would value your prayers. 
“Please pray for us as we look to 
support and encourage church 
members who have not had a 
full-time minister for nearly six 
years,” says Dave. “Also help us 
to be patient. We think we know 
what to do, but God may have 
other priorities. We hope to begin 
outreach into the community, 
through the school and other means, 
and bring the Gospel to those in the 
town who don’t yet know Jesus.”
Janine van den Tillaart

New Field Staff for 
Coober Pedy!

Margie & Dave during their locum stint in Coober Pedy
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It was a joy to celebrate NAIDOC 
Week at Saltbush Evangelical Church 
earlier this year. A special NAIDOC 
Week Celebration Service was held 
in July as a way of acknowledging 
the First Nations People in our 
church, the wider Broken Hill 
community, and throughout the  
far-reaching corners of our nation. 
The celebration was an opportunity 
to thank God for our First Nations 
Peoples who have stewarded God’s 
creation for centuries, and to pray 
that the Gospel will reach and 
transform the lives of Indigenous 
people in Broken Hill and beyond. 
It was a celebration of the glorious 
future still to come, where 
Indigenous Australians will  
be amongst the great multitude 
from every nation, tribe, people  
and language, that will stand before 
the throne of Jesus (Revelation 7:9). 
And it was a time to seek forgiveness 
for past and present injustices  
and seek God’s mercy in healing 
these wounds.
We were so thankful for BCA’s 
support in running this event. 
Funding from BCA was used to 
provide a delicious kangaroo stew 
dinner after our service. The stew 
was amazing, but the highlight of 
the event was welcoming Neville 
Naden as our guest preacher. Neville 
preached from 2 Corinthians 5, 

First Nations Peoples
Acknowledging our 

showing us from the Bible that true 
reconciliation can only take place in 
the light of the Gospel. 
Our children were also treated to 
a wide array of NAIDOC-themed 
experiences: cupcake decorating, an 
art activity prepared by our very own 
David Dowden who creates stunning 
Indigenous art that reflects gospel 
truths; and a matching game that 
tested not only the children’s Bible 
knowledge, but also taught them 
some Barkindji words.
We are very grateful to Kasa & David 
Dowden and family, and to Carol 
Kickett who poured so much of 
themselves into making our NAIDOC 
celebration so special. They are  
deeply passionate about making  
Jesus known amongst their people 
and it is a joy to have them in our 
church family.
Laura Hurley

Carol Kickett and Neville Naden 
cutting the celebratory cake

Laura Hurley 
with Geneva & 

Grace wearing an 
Indigenous print 
called ‘Daughter 

Growing up’ 
designed by 

Blackbird Designs
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Nungalinya College celebrated turning 50 on 19 August 
with a Jubilee Open Day, Dinner and Celebration Evening 
to acknowledge all who have worked together to empower 
Indigenous Christians for a life of faith and service.

Nungalinya turns 50

For over 50 years God has 
worked powerfully through 
staff and students through 
courses, workshops, worship 
and gathering together. 
“We held our celebration the 
day after classes finished for 
the term, so there were lots of 
students still on site, as well as 
Darwin locals and former staff 
and supporters who travelled 
from ‘down south’ to join us,” 
says Emily Quinn, Coordinator 
of Nungalinya’s Foundation 
Studies Department. “The 
day began with prayer and 
a Welcome to Country by 
Lynette Fejo, a Larrakia 
woman and daughter of The 
Revd Wali Fejo, Nungalinya’s 
first Indigenous Principal.”
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Photos courtesy of 
Nungalinya College 

“There were a variety of displays and activities set up around the College 
grounds, including photos from years gone by, a chance to learn about all 
the different courses offered, art to view and purchase, weaving, painting 
and spear-making stations, and Nungalinya’s newly released 50th-anniversary 
documentary, ‘Freedom’. The day concluded with a feast from the kitchen 
and a Thanksgiving/fellowship night in our freshly landscaped Bible Garden.”
BCA proudly supports Emily and Ruth Walton in their roles at Nungalinya. 
Previously we supported Jim Watson who served there as property manager. We 
celebrate a fabulous 50 years of Nungalinya with some photos from the day.
Janine van den Tillaart 

Nungalinya turns 50
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Four years ago, BCA supporters Ross & Sarah Andrews 
encouraged their daughters to write a letter to a Field 
Staff child their own age. This year they travelled 
across the top of Australia to visit them.  
We have been supporting Bush 
Church Aid for little over a decade. 
When our daughters were little, 
we had a BCA money box that 
they would put loose change in 
throughout the year. We wanted  
a tangible way for them to see  
how we can support others in  
gospel ministry. 
In 2019 we were looking through 
the BCA Prayer Notes with Zoe and 
Emma and suggested they find a 
family with a child their age and 
write them a letter. Zoe chose Lydia 
Nicol in Karratha and Emma chose 
Rachael Faricy in Kununurra. They 
sent letters and both Lydia and 
Rachael replied and from there they 
began writing back and forth to 
each other. 

The girls write to each other about 
four times a year. During COVID 
they wrote more often, and it was 
interesting for them to hear about 
each other’s experiences of the 
pandemic. 
They love having a friend on the 
other side of Australia and receiving 
letters from them. 
The girls sometimes share favourite 
Bible verses, and Zoe & Emma 
regularly ask how they can pray for 
Lydia & Rachael and their families. 
We pray for both the Nicol and 
Faricy families each bedtime. It 
is great for Zoe & Emma to hear 
firsthand from BCA kids about their 
everyday lives in remote ministry. 
In June and July this year I (Sarah) 

Going the distance 
to meet BCA pen pals



FAR LEFT: Zoe &  
Emma with the Faricy 
girls & Bec

TOP RIGHT: Emma  
& Rachael

BOTTOM RIGHT:  
Lydia & Zoe
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took the kids on a trip around 
half of Australia. We drove up 
through Central Australia, across the 
Kimberley, down the West Coast and 
then back across the Nullarbor. 
We first met the Faricy family in 
Kununurra. Emma and Rachael were 
like old friends. In Karratha we met 
the Nicols and Zoe and Lydia hit it off 

brilliantly. It was so great for the girls 
to meet each other in person and 
spend some time together. We also 
enjoyed meeting both families and 
hearing more about their respective 
ministries so we can be more specific 
in our prayers for them. We even  
got to attend church with the Nicols 
as we were there on a Sunday!  
In August we had the pleasure of the 
Faricys staying with us in Adelaide 
as they were on a similar trip to ours 
but headed clockwise. The girls had a 
great time together – there was lots 
of giggling and ice cream! 
Zoe and Emma really encourage 
other young boys and girls to 
become a BCA pen pal. It is great 
having a friend in another state 
to write to. Whenever you collect 
letters at home you always hope 
there is one from your pen pal. It is 
also a great encouragement for you 
to tell people about Jesus. 
Ross & Sarah AndrewsSarah, Zoe & Emma with the Nicols
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“Creeaak, creeaak...bang!” After 
walking up the old rickety steps 
and nearly taking the wooden door 
off its hinges, we ventured into the 
vestry of Julia Creek’s St Barnabas 
Anglican Church, unsure of what 
we’d discover inside. Immediately we 
were confronted with a thick layer of 
dirt and dust blanketing everything 
in sight, cobweb-draped pews, 
and carpets scattered with animal 
droppings and insect remains. It was 
a sad sight, but also unsurprising as 
the dusty church register informed 
us that the last service held in the 
building was back in 2019! 
With no active congregation and 
in such poor condition, the future 
of this little old church building 
seemed very uncertain. Yet despite 
the obvious challenges ahead, we 
spent the 1.5-hour drive home to 
Cloncurry feeling excited about the 
possibilities. All we needed now 
were some dedicated volunteers.
Amazingly, it didn’t take too long 
for the ball to get rolling. Following 
a compelling on-site video of our 
daughters requesting helpers “to 
clean this very old church because it’s 
so dirty”, we had a few interested 
parties. A BCA Nomad couple and 
some volunteers from our partner 
church in Townsville joined forces in 

Julia Creek a few months later and 
kick-started the restoration process. 
After an intensive week of deep 
cleaning, rubbish removal, repairing, 
polishing and painting, the building 
was transformed! Along with the 
prayers and donations of BCA 
churches and individuals, getting this 
church ready to reopen for business 
has been a true partnership effort. 
Our reopening service was soon 
publicised across town. For a 
community of 500 people with only a 
fortnightly Catholic service available, 
this was a significant milestone. 
Even the local ABC radio station was 
interested and interviewed Simon in 
the lead-up! 
On the Sunday afternoon of 27 
August, we had 11 adults and five 
kids gather to worship and hear the 
Gospel at our reopening service. 
After four years of vacancy, it was 
a joyful sight indeed to see people 
once again worshipping Christ in this 
old church building, with not even a 
cobweb in sight! 
Please join us in thanking God for 
enabling the reopening of Julia 
Creek’s St Barnabas Anglican Church 
and pray for the new congregation 
as they meet once a month.  
Angela Owen

St Barnabas’ Julia Creek restored, 
revitalised and ready for worship

Simon outside St Barnabas’ Julia Creek
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CHRISTMAS 
WORD SEARCH

ANGEL
BABY
CANDLE
CAROLS
HOPE

JESUS
MANGER
MARY
SHEPHERDS
STAR

WORD LIST



16 THE REAL AUSTRALIAN 

Deck the Halls, Ring the Bells, 
Come All Ye Faithful and Make the 
Night Silent because Christmas is 
the most wonderful time of the 
year! Before we know it, we will be 
picking our fresh Christmas tree or 
dusting off the one in the garage 
and decorating it to the sounds of 
Christmas Carols, eating all of our 
traditional treats and setting up 
our advent calendar ready for a 
month of fun in the countdown of 
celebrating the birth of Jesus.  

As part of our advent calendar 
(which you can find on 
bushchurchaid.com.au/bca4kids) we 
include a fun thing to do with your 
family each day. One of the activities 
is to spend time cooking together. 
To help you with an idea for what 
you could make, I thought I would 
share with you one of my favourite 
recipes – Mini Christmas Puddings. 
These little puddings are great to 
take along to Christmas parties as 
you can make them ahead of time 
and put them in the fridge.  
Rachel Dirks

Christmas Cooking
Please make sure you have an adult 
helping you as this recipe requires the 
use of heating in the microwave and 
blending in a food processor. 

From memory I ate these beautiful 
treats at a church event then got 
the recipe from a lovely lady named 
Hilary. Hilary, if you’re reading this; 
please forgive me if I have missed a 
step, but this is the way I have been 
making your mini puddings for years, 
so thank you for inspiring me with 
your delicious cooking.  

Ingredients  
• One Fruit Cake (I usually buy a 

cheap one from the supermarket) 

• A dash of Orange Juice  

• A block of White Chocolate  

• A packet of Red Raspberry Lollies  

• A packet of Spearmint Leaf Lollies  

(You could also use Christmas sprinkles 
instead of Raspberry and Spearmint 
Lollies or even a Christmas chocolate). 

time of the year!
The most wonderful
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Method  
(Make sure you have parent help 
for this)

• In a food processor, blend the 
cake with a dash of orange juice 
until the mixture just comes 
together. Have an adult bring  
out the mixture and place into  
a bowl.  

• Melt the chocolate. You can do 
this in the microwave, my trick is 
to reduce the power to about half 
and heat for two minutes then 
give it a stir, this should ensure 
the chocolate doesn’t seize.  

• Shape the fruit cake mixture 
into small balls using about a 
tablespoon at a time, then place 
on a tray covered in baking paper. 
Once you have formed all the 
balls, use a spoon to drizzle them 
in white chocolate.  

• Once coated, place a Raspberry 
and Spearmint Lolly on top of 
each ball until they look like mini 
puddings. Allow the puddings to 
set in the fridge.  

time of the year!
I hope you enjoy this recipe 
and join us for Advent activities 
through the month of December. 
Please feel free to send in any 
photos of the fun things you do to 
bca4kids@bushchurchaid.com.au
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Nungalinya College

West Pilbara

Exmouth Newman

Kununurra 

Darwin

Perth
Adelaide

Melbourne

Sydney

Brisbane

Hobart

Alice Springs

Coober Pedy

Roxby Downs

Murray Bridge
Strath�eldsaye

Croajingolong
Kyabram

Jindabyne

West Wyalong

Mallee

Broken Hill
Cobar

Cowra

Lightning Ridge
Barwon District

Norfolk Island

Rockhampton

Moranbah

Longreach

Emerald/
Blackwater

South Tamworth

Metford

Cloncurry

Dongara

Fremantle

Kangaroo Island

King Island

Southern Beaches

Bathurst

Name _________________________________________________________

Parent/Caregiver  ______________________________________________

Age  ___________________________ Birthday______________________

Address  _______________________________________________________

Phone Number  _________________ Boy or Girl____________________

What church do you go to?  _____________________________________

I WANT TO BE A MEMBER OF 

If you are in pre-school or primary school and would like to join  
BCA 4 Kids, ask your parents to fill out the slip below and return to: 
BCA 4 KIDS  
GPO Box 5389  
Sydney NSW 2001 
OR 
Email your info to:  
BCA4Kids@bushchurchaid.com.au 
Every member receives a welcome letter,  
a welcome certificate, a drink bottle and  
a copy of  our new BCA 4 Kids magazine!

BCA MONEY BOXES 
Kids give great support 
to BCA, and every dollar 
you put in the box is a 
dollar which goes to help 
tell people about Jesus! 
Thanks to our wonderful 
young supporters!
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TERREY HILLS, NSW: 
Terrey Hills Anglican 
Church launched 
their partnership 
with the Hurleys in 
August. They set up 
a BCA noticeboard, 
had saltbush scones 
for morning tea and 
planted four saltbush 
plants. 

DARWIN, NT: 
Matt Goldman was 
Deaconed at Christ 
Church Cathedral 
on Saturday 5 
August by Bishop 
Greg Anderson.

MALLACOOTA, VIC: 
The Cooperating Parish 
of Croajingolong 
celebrated the 50th 
anniversary of St Peter’s 
Mallacoota in early 
October. A celebratory 
dinner on the Saturday 
night was sold out and 
the service on Sunday 
was attended by 
around 75 people. 

PORT LINCOLN, SA: 
Jack Harradine visited 
a family in Port 
Lincoln during June, 
and every member of 
that household gave 
their lives to Jesus. 
Jack baptised all of 
them at the beach. 

NEWMAN, WA:  
Abigail Kyngdon 
really enjoyed herself 
during a recent visit 
to the Hickman 
Meteorite Crater!

Around the country

PORT LINCOLN, SA: 
Greg & Karen Harris, John 
Warner and Bob George 
attended the Port Lincoln 
High School Centenary. 
BCA ran a girls’ hostel 
from 1944–1971 for 
those attending PLHS. 
Celebrations included a 
BCA thanksgiving service 
at the school. 

SYDNEY, NSW: 
The CFT tour to King 
& Kangaroo Islands 
commenced in Sydney 
with a visit to the BCA 
National Office on 
Tuesday 12 September. 
Joan Lester, a long-term 
BCA volunteer, caught 
up with the whole team 
including Paul Sampson.  
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“A foretaste of heaven” was how BCA’s Indigenous 
Ministry Officer Neville Naden described the third NSW 
Aboriginal Evangelical Fellowship Family Camp held at 
Gilgandra on the October Labour Day long weekend.
It was a powerful example of the 
church doing what it is supposed 
to do with mixed ethnicities, ages, 
backgrounds and gender, living  
out the camp’s theme of Unity  
in the Church.
The camp’s numbers peaked at 
about 350 when people from all 
of Gilgandra’s churches, which had 
combined to host the event, joined 
the Sunday worship service – the 
Shire Hall was almost bursting  
at the seams.
Faithful preaching of the Word 
was the number one highlight for 
Neville, “We were encouraged by 
that and everything that was said 
and done over the weekend. And 
the music was exceptional. There’s 
nothing like a good old praise 
time around country gospel music, 
a genre not being used in many 
churches today.”
Among the many talented musicians 
was the Brownley family, who drove 
from their home in Kalgoorlie WA

to sing at the camp. They delighted 
the gathered mob with their 
exquisitely harmonised gospel songs.
The Family Camp’s living quarters 
were at the Showgrounds, which 
became a pop-up town of caravans, 
camper trailers, motor homes  
and tents.
First to arrive were the BCA Nomads. 
Under the direction of John & Annie 
Schipper, two dozen Nomads swung 
into action and set the pace for the 
weekend, as tomorrow’s tasks were 
completed today.
Invited by Neville to be the core of 
the 50-strong volunteer force, the 
Nomads came from far and wide. 
Their efficiency was spectacularly 
demonstrated at the Shire Hall 
when the preparation – sweeping, 
mopping, kitchen clean-up, and 
setting out about 300 chairs and 
wiping each down – was completed 
in just 54 minutes.
Throughout the weekend both 
venues – the Shire Hall and 

of heaven
A foretaste



FAR LEFT: Gathering 
in the Shire Hall

TOP LEFT: BCA’s  
Paul Sampson & 
Neville Naden

BOTTOM LEFT:  
Some down time  
for the Nomads
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Showground – were kept spic and 
span by the Nomads. They also 
rose early to cook breakfast and 
stayed late to help clean up and 
shift equipment at the end of each 
evening’s activities.
The Nomads put the weekend’s 
theme of Unity in the Church into 
action. “The Nomads were living out 
their catch cry: Serving those who 
serve … so that all could enjoy the 
weekend,” says Neville. 
Don’t be tempted to think that 
the life of a BCA Nomad is all work 
and no play. Many of the Nomads 
at Gilgandra had the pleasure of 
catching up with friends whom 
they had served with in the past or 
making new friends with people 
they’d perhaps only heard about on 
the BCA grapevine.
Without the tireless efforts of a 

faithful few Gilgandra locals, who 
long to see the region won for 
Christ, the camp could not have been 
such a success. These people – Kath 
Bird, Lois Towney, Francis Towney, 
Kerry Gainsford, Pastor Rod & Val 
Bird, and Gail Naden, gave good 
leadership over the weekend. 
The 2023 camp drew people from as 
far as Papua New Guinea, Geraldton 
and Kalgoorlie (WA) and Cherbourg 
(QLD), as well as helpers from the 
Living Waters Church at Redfern 
and a contingent from Maitland 
Evangelical Church (NSW).
Initial planning has begun for 
the 2024 camp and if the growth 
trajectory of doubling each year 
continues, the organising committee 
will have a wonderful logistical 
nightmare to solve.
Guy Freeman

A foretaste

Worship time (with Neville Naden & 
Cathy Sampson) Nomads lend a hand
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2023 has been a year of new things for the Connellys. 
They joined the BCA family, moved to a new town, 
where Ben’s taken on the role of senior minister at 
a new church, and Alissa commenced study at Mary 
Andrews College (MAC).  
This is Alissa’s first foray into 
theological study having previously 
done two bachelor’s degrees and 
a master’s degree. At MAC she’s 
studying the Certificate in Biblical 
Studies and Pastoral Care. 
“This course was really attractive to 
me as they offer it in hybrid, run it 
in term time and it’s just one subject 
a term in the Certificate program,” 
says Alissa. “Another ministry wife 
encouraged me as she found the 
courses at MAC very practical for 

minister’s wives, as you often get 
called on for pastoral issues.”
The Certificate in Biblical Studies 
and Pastoral Care has a minimum 
of six subjects and a maximum of 
eight. There are four core subjects: 
Introduction to the Old Testament, 
Introduction to the New Testament, 
Biblical Theology, and Foundations 
in Pastoral Care. There are electives 
in Disability Ministry, Practical Skills 
in Pastoral Care, and Pastoral Care 
for Mental Health. 

and fellowship 
alongside study

MAC provides encouragement 



FAR LEFT: The 
Connelly family

LEFT: Alissa Connelly
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“So far I’ve done Introduction to 
the Old Testament, Introduction 
to the New Testament and Biblical 
Theology” says Alissa. “I love that 
we can really apply what we are 
studying to our own faith and our 
own churches. I have also found it 
helpful for seeing opportunities to 
talk about Christianity in general 
conversations. I can’t say I’m much of 
an evangelist, but I’ve been noticing 
the opportunities and feel more 
confident to speak about my faith.”
In the Certificate course, Alissa 
jumps online with her cohort once 
a week, with a two-to-three-hour 
lecture, and she has to complete two 
assignments for each subject. “I’m 
appreciating the time to focus on 
the Bible,” says Alissa. “Because we 
don’t have a Sunday School, I don’t 

get to focus in church as I’m looking 
after Josiah and Vivienne. The 
assignments also help solidify what 
I’m learning.” 
A highlight of the program at MAC 
for Alissa has been the small class 
sizes (six to eight students) and the 
interaction with other Christian 
women from across the country. “I 
absolutely love the opportunity to 
meet with other Christian women,” 
says Alissa. “There’s good fellowship 
and with me being more isolated, 
it’s a great encouragement having 
a connection point with mature 
Christians.”
To find out more about the courses 
at Mary Andrews College visit  
mac.edu.au
Janine van den Tillaart

and fellowship 
alongside study

MAC provides encouragement 
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Sister was leaving Melbourne for Cook and in due time 
her turn came at the booking office window. A long 
and impatient queue straggled behind her and on the 
other side of the window a harassed booking clerk 
searched through his reference books for the necessary 
details to enable him to supply a ticket to Cook. He 
gave up in despair and phoned through to somebody 
else, who supplied him with the details as to the 
whereabouts of this mysterious place and the price of a 
ticket for one who for some mysterious reason wanted 
to go to that place.
All trains going west to Perth or east 
to Adelaide stop at Cook. The train 
staff is relieved, the engine refuelled 
or changed for another as required. 
From a railway viewpoint, Cook is 
rather a busy little spot; many and 
different are the trains. A water 
train, a fast goods train, a passenger 
train, a military train, and most 
important of all the ‘Tea and Sugar’. 
Sister had always considered that 
milk from a tin was largely for 
emergency use, but after a few 
days at Cook she considered it an 
everyday diet. Some folk keep goats, 
useful not only for fresh milk supply, 
but providing a welcome change in 
the meat ration.

Cook, being one of the larger 
sidings, has its own general store, 
otherwise all provisions would have 
to be purchased once per week from 
the train. Most things can be bought 
at the store, though fruit and 
vegetables are restricted to one day 
per week, for these come up on the 
‘Tea and Sugar’ and will not keep 
fresh very well.
The nurses in this little six-bed 
hospital give mothercraft advice 
and service, the specialised nursing 
necessary in confinement cases and 
all general nursing. Once per month 
the doctor comes from Ceduna, 300 
miles away, by aeroplane. On this 
day all who need service or advice 

– Sister goes West
From the Archives
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Sunday School Class
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an invitation to visit

25SUMMER 2023

from him attend the hospital. Doctor 
also comes to Cook at special times 
whenever the nurse has need of him. 
Approximately 30 visits a year are 
made by him to Cook by aeroplane 
and this, of course, is only one of 
many centres which have need of his 
services in this huge area.
There is no church or resident 
minister of religion at Cook. The 
sisters run the Sunday school week 
by week and take a church service 
each Sunday night in the little 
hospital. Once per week one of the 
sisters goes along to the little state 
school to give religious instruction 
to the children. The BCA padre from 
Penong, in whose area Cook lies, 
comes along once each quarter. He 

travels well over 1000 miles, and 
journeys continuously up and down 
the line for three weeks, visiting 
each little siding east and west of 
Cook for many hundreds of miles.
If it were not for the presence 
of these BCA padres and nurses, 
those who live on the Nullarbor, 
looking after and maintaining our 
essential transport system, would be 
immeasurably poorer. You have a 
part in these necessary and valuable 
services for people dwelling in some 
of the most difficult places in our 
Empire. It is a ministry given on your 
behalf. Your prayers, sympathy and 
practical help are needed to enable 
these ministries to be carried on  
day by day. 

The plane coming to land at Cook

This excerpt 
comes from 
the March 1946 
issue of The 
Real Australian. 
To access the 
full version or 
any other story 
from the last 
104 years visit 
bushchurchaid.
com.au/archive

– Sister goes West
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The Revd Don Wilson (16 September 1942 – 26 
July 2023) served BCA in Newman together with 
wife Libby for four years (1987 – 1982). In 2018, 
40 years after serving in the Pilbara, they visited 
on a Christian Fellowship Tour and caught up 
with current Field Staff, and good friends, Roger 
& Amanda Kyngdon. Don is survived by Libby, 
children and in-laws Hugh & Anne, Derek & 
Elise, Carolyn & Andrew, and five grandchildren. 

David & Emma Thompson together 
with their children Reuben & Paige 
are moving from the Parish of 
Moree to serve in Dongara in the 
Diocese of North West Australia. In 
Moree, David served as the Assistant 
Minister and is taking on the 
Minister-in-Charge role in Dongara. 

Dave & Margie Wood will commence 
as BCA Field Staff in Coober Pedy in 
2024. They gained a good insight into 
life in the opal mining town when 
they did a three-week locum stint 
there in April this year. Both Dave & 
Margie have just completed associate 
degrees in ministry at SMBC. 

Daniel & Jenni Avenell who have 
served in several roles in the Diocese 
of Armidale since 2011, have moved 
to serve in Emerald/Blackwater in the 
Diocese of Central Queensland. They 
commence ministry there at the end 
of this month. 

Congratulations to Steven, Caitlin 
and Hannah Klouth (Field Staff West 
Wyalong) on the safe arrival of 
Rachel Joy who was born on Sunday 
24 September 2023 weighing in at 
2.4 kilograms.

WELCOME

WELCOME CONGRATULATIONS

VALE

Post & Rails
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Helen Buttrum nee Wright (5 April 
1945 – 17 April 2023) served with 
BCA as a nurse in Laverton, WA (over 
300 kms north of Kalgoorlie) from 
May 1971 – February 1972. At the 
time the staff situation in Laverton 
was deemed ‘chronically short’ and 
BCA’s offer of help was warmly 
accepted. Former NSW/ACT Regional 
Officer Ted Brush recalls that “Helen 
never lost her passion for ministry 
in the bush. She was faithful in her 
prayers for BCA, and always ready 
with an encouraging word.” Helen 
is survived by her husband Ken and 
their family. 

Jenny Mitchell (OAM) (25 June 1938 
– 14 October 2023) served together 
with her husband Ran as BCA’s 
Drought Support Workers from 2014 
to 2016. In their role they visited 
farms in drought-affected areas in 
Northern NSW and assisted local 
congregations to care for farmers. 
Jenny is survived by Ran, their 
children Phoebe, Andrew, Dianne  
& Kim, nine grandchildren and  
nine great-grandchildren.

Doreen Morgan (21 October 1924 
– 14 September 2023) served with 
husband Tom in The Ottway Mission 
in Victoria from 1955 – 1961. Doreen 
& Tom also led a monthly BCA prayer 
group. In 2017 she said, “We are five 
ordinary earnest Christians with a 
desire to win ‘Australia for Christ’ 
and to support in prayer those out in 
the front line, working to bring this 
to pass.” Doreen is survived by Tom 
(BCA Vice President Emeritus); their 
children David, Thomas, Andrew and 
Esther; in-laws Sue, Pam, Janine and 
Mark as well as eight grandchildren 
and five great-grandchildren.   

Brian Black (1926 – 2023) served with 
BCA as a permanent minister locum 
and deputationist from 1987 – 1995. 
Together with wife Joy (deceased) 
served in WA, SA, QLD and the NT. 
Brian penned many poems about 
his work in the field and even wrote 
a BCA song. He is survived by his 
children Phil, Julie & Elisabeth,  
son-in-law Mark, his grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren. 

VALE
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BCA Christmas Merchandise
Orders must be received by Friday 1 December 2023

500g 
$31

1kg 
$48.50

Gluten Free Plum 
Pudding Log 

500g  
$33

Christmas Cake 
700g  
$43

Traditional Christmas Pudding

Pack of 6: 2 each of 3 designs 
$5/pack

This hard cover coffee table book, written 
by Robyn Powell, looks back at the various 
ministries of BCA over its first 100 years. 
$20

Pack of 6: 2 each of 3 designs 
$4/pack 

*Very Limited 2022 Stock

CHRISTMAS PUDDINGS

CHRISTMAS CARDS

GIFT IDEA

BCA 312

BCA 016

BCA 138

BCA 017

BCA 313 BCA 314 BCA 315

Newcastle Pudding Lady Puddings

New 2023 Designs

Never Too Far, Never Too Few:  
100 Years of Bush Church Aid

2022 Designs*
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BCA Christmas Merchandise Order Form
Please complete this merchandise order form 
Your purchase helps gospel work across Australia 

BCA CODE DESCRIPTION QTY EACH TOTAL

BCA 312 Traditional Christmas Pudding: 500g $31

BCA 313 Traditional Christmas Pudding: 1kg $48.50

BCA 314 Gluten Free Plum Pudding Log: 500g $33

BCA 315 Christmas Cake: 700g $43

BCA 016 New 2023 Christmas Card Designs $5

BCA 017 2022 Christmas Card Designs $4

BCA 138 Never Too Far, Never Too Few $20

Sub-Total

Packaging and delivery $10 per order

TOTAL

My details

Revd / Dr / Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms  First Name  ____________________________________

Last Name  _________________________________________________________________

Address  ____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________  Postcode _____________________________

Email _______________________________  Telephone  ___________________________

Supporter number* (if available) _____________________________________________
*Supporter number can be found above your name on the back cover of this magazine

We will be pleased to deliver your order to any number of destinations but 
ask that you include $10 per delivery address. 
Orders can also be placed by visiting our website bushchurchaid.com.au

I would like to give by: 
 

  CHEQUE/MONEY ORDER (Please make payable to Bush Church Aid)
 

  CREDIT CARD         VISA        MasterCard       American Express

Credit Card Number                                        

Name on Credit Card ________________________________________________________

Expires on ___________________________  Signature ____________________________



30 THE REAL AUSTRALIAN 

Donation Form
Yes, I would like to help share the gospel and provide care to reach 
Australia for Christ.
Ways to give: 
Online bushchurchaid.com.au/donate • Phone 02 9262 5017

Enclosed is my gift of $_____________________________to BCA’s ministry 
 

  I would like to donate to General Ministry OR 
   

  I would like a tax deduction  
(A tax-deductible gift can only be directed to a narrow range of ministry areas)

My details

Revd / Dr / Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms  First Name  ____________________________________

Last Name  _________________________________________________________________

Address  ____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________  Postcode _____________________________

Email _______________________________  Telephone  ___________________________

Supporter number* (if available) _____________________________________________
*Supporter number can be found above your name on the back cover of this magazine

I would like to receive:  
 

  The Real Australian magazine & Prayer Notes 
 

  A money box for my donations  
 

  Information about how I can support BCA through my Will

I would like to give by: 
 

  CHEQUE/MONEY ORDER (Please make payable to Bush Church Aid)
 

  CREDIT CARD         VISA        MasterCard       American Express

Credit Card Number                                     

Name on Credit Card ________________________________________________________

Expires on ___________________________  Signature ____________________________

BPAY: Biller Code 88203
Reference number is your supporter number which can be found 
on the back of this magazine above your name and address. 

BILLER CODE

88203
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Distance Giving Program
BCA Field Staff make Christ known across the length and breadth of our 
country, but they can’t do it alone. Bush Church Aid’s Distance Giving 
Program is your opportunity to walk alongside them.

Through the Distance Giving Program you can support our Field Staff on a 
regular basis. You will share their journey through monthly giving & prayer.

Yes, I would like to partner with our Field Staff through BCA’s Distance 
Giving Program with a monthly donation. 

Ways to give: 
Online bushchurchaid.com.au/donate • Phone 02 9262 5017

My details

Revd / Dr / Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms  First Name  ____________________________________

Last Name  _________________________________________________________________

Address  ____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________  Postcode _____________________________

Email _______________________________  Telephone  ___________________________

Supporter number* (if available) _____________________________________________
*Supporter number can be found above your name on the back cover of this magazine

Credit Card 

    VISA        MasterCard       American Express

Credit Card Number                                   

Name on Credit Card ________________________________________________________

Expires on ___________________________  Signature ____________________________

Please process my donation on the ___________________ day of each month.  
 

  $20       $30       $50       $100       Other: ________________________________

BPAY: Biller Code 88203
Reference number is your supporter number which can be found 
on the back of this magazine above your name and address. 

BILLER CODE

88203

Donation Form
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